Islam

History

Islamic history begins in Arabia in the 7th century with the emergence of the prophet Muhammad, who is considered the founder of Islam. Within a century of his death, an Islamic state stretched from the Atlantic ocean in the west to central Asia in the east.

The various Islamic empires which existed were among the largest and most powerful in the world. 

There is a long History of conflict between The Islamic world and the Christian world. For example, in the Middle Ages the Christian Europeans fought a series of wars called Crusades against Muslim peoples.

The Demographics of Islam today
Islam is the second largest religion in the world and it is growing faster numerically than any of the other major world religions. It is growing at about 2.9% annually, as opposed to 2.3% per year global population growth. This is attributed either to the higher birth rates in many Islamic countries (six out of the top-ten countries in the world with the highest birth rates have a Muslim majority) and/or high rates of conversion to Islam.

Commonly quoted estimates of the Muslim population today range between 900 million and 1.4 billion people; estimates of Islam by country based on US State Department figures yield a total of 1.48 billion, while the Muslim delegation at the United Nations quoted 1.2 billion as the global muslim population in Sept 2005.

A recent demographic study, however, has determined that some the birth rates of some Muslim countries are plummeting to the levels of western countries. 

Only 18% of Muslims live in the Arab world; 20% are found in Sub-Saharan Africa, about 30% in the Indian subcontinental region of Pakistan, India and Bangladesh, and the world's largest single Muslim community (within the bounds of one nation) is in Indonesia. There are also significant Muslim populations in China, Europe, Central Asia, and Russia.

France has the highest Muslim population of any nation in Europe, with up to 6 million Muslims (10% of the population), while Albania has the highest proportion of Muslims as part of its population (70%). The number of Muslims in North America is variously estimated as anywhere from 1.8 to 7 million.

